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MVEETI NG

I N THE MATTER OF:

Term nal Alley, LLC

t/a Term nal Alley Fact Fi ndi ng
3701 Benni ng Road NE Heari ng

Li cense No. 93983 (St atus)
Retailer CT

ANC 7 F

Revi ew Li cense Application

Wednesday
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Board net in Al coholic Beverage Control
Heari ng Room Reeves Buil ding, 2000 14th
Street N.W, Washington, D.C, Chairperson
Rut hanne M || er presiding.

PRESENT:

RUTHANNE M LLER, Chai rperson
NI CK ALBERTI, Menber

DONALD BROOKS, Menber

M CHAEL SI LVERSTEI N, Menber
JAVES SHORT, Menber

HERMAN JONES, Menber
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Paul L. Pascal, Attorney for Applicant
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P-ROGCGEEDI-NGS

(11:38 a. m)

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay, we have
one other fact finding hearing for this
nmorning. It involves Termnal Alley and
that's |ocated at 3701 Benning Road, N. E.

Li cense Nunmber 93983 in ANC 7F. \When you're
ready, would you introduce yourself for the
record, please.

MR, PASCAL: Good norning, Paul L
Pascal of Pascal & Weiss, for the Applicant.
And | want to welcone M. Short here. | could
see M. Rodriguez |left and |look forward to
appearing before you many tines.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  You bet.

MR, PASCAL: Thank you.

MR. CLEMVONS: Ted C emmons,
Termnal Alley, LLC

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  CGkay. So
this is a fact finding hearing. |n essence,

t he Board received your application and we

have sone questions with respect to the

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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sharing of space within the building with, |
beli eve, DC Eagle, who also submtted a
transfer application. | believe that their
application shows an address of 3701 Benni ng
Road NE and then anot her address of 3701-and-
a-half Benning Road NE. So | think that sone
Board Menbers will have very specific
guestions, but in general, the concern is
about the sharing of space. There are
different entrances that are identified, so we
want to understand how it wll work that
they'll be in their own separate spaces?
Ckay.

MR PASCAL: Certainly. Well, we
filed at the sane tinme the application for DC
Eagl e, which was a | ongstandi ng operation in
the bl ock of New York Avenue, which lost its
| ease because of redevel opnent. They found
this building, which is in Ward 7, probably be
one of the first nmajor devel opnents of a food
service operation in Ward 7 in a long tine.

And it would appear to ne in the draw ng that

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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we attached to the application that there's a
cl ear delineation that there's no entrance
fromDC Eagle to Termnal, they are conpletely
separate wal | ed-of f areas. The only area that
I think may have concerned the exam ner is
that there's an energency exit required by the
fire departnent at the back end of DC Eagl e,
but that energency exit actually goes outdoors
onto what was a | oadi ng dock, what is a

| oadi ng dock and then people exit down sone
steps. So there is a clear delineation of
space between the two, no way to access one
fromthe other. As a matter of fact, the
entrance to DC Eagle is down the way fromthe
cigar bar, Termnal, so that there's a clear

di stinction of where you're at. The entrance
to DC Eagle on this map that |'ve given you
this Platt, is where the word, electric, is,
that's where the entrance to DC Eagle is. The
entrance to Termnal wll be a ranp that goes
onto the | oadi ng dock and then you go in the

door where it says, roll down, that wll be

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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the door to the inside. W've asked for a
summer garden on the | oadi ng dock. Again,
conpletely separate units in a |large building.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. Any
Board questions? Yes, M. Al berti.

MEMBER ALBERTI: H, M. Pascal.

MR PASCAL: Good norning. How are
you?

MEMBER ALBERTI: I|I'ma little
slow. So I've got to nake you go over things
in a lot of detail, so | can be confortable.

MR PASCAL: Ckay. First tine
you' ve ever admtted bei ng sl ow.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Probably not the
first time you' ve recognized it, but anyway.
So | see second floor here, are one of these
pl aces on the second floor of this
establ i shnent ?

MR, PASCAL: This is a large
bui | di ng.

MEMBER ALBERTI : Ckay.

MR PASCAL: And actually, the

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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first floor will be a restaurant, community
style service to the nei ghborhood as a
restaurant.

MEMBER ALBERTI: And that's run by

MR PASCAL: DC Eagl e.

MEMBER ALBERTI: DC Eagle, al
right.

MR. PASCAL: Right.

MEMBER ALBERTI: And that's on the
first floor.

MR, PASCAL: It's on the first.
The second floor, and if you were to | ook at
the lot, the | ot goes down. And nmany years
ago, | used to renenber that this area used to
flood all the tine, because it was in a flood
plain, so there's a slope down.

So you have the first floor. And
then, actually, you then go off a few steps,
you go into what will be DC Eagle, which wll
be the second floor, and then Termnal is also

on the second fl oor al so.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay, so let's

stop. So DC Eagle really has two floors?

MR PASCAL: It'll actually have
three floors plus a rooftop.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Three floors, so
you tal k about two, so where's the third
fl oor?

MR, PASCAL: Upstairs. There wll
be an elevator or steps to go to the third
fl oor.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay.

MR, PASCAL: And then there's a
r oof t op.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Then there's a
rooftop, okay. So now, Termnal is on the
second fl oor?

MR. PASCAL: Second fl oor.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Separated by a
wall, | nmean, there's no --

MR PASCAL: Totally separated,
that's correct.

MEMBER ALBERTI: There's no

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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entrances between the two, okay.

MR, PASCAL: There's no way anyone
can get in there.

MEMBER ALBERTI: And so does
Term nal have anything to do with any access
to the third floor or --

MR, PASCAL: No.

MEMBER ALBERTI: -- the rooftop?

MR, PASCAL: No.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. So there's
no stairways going to the second floor or to
the rooftop from Term nal ?

MR, PASCAL: That's correct. The
only thing that, | think, concerned the
examner is on the map that we originally, of
a Platt we supplied is that there's an
energency exit on the backsi de of DC Eagl e.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Well, 1I'm | ooking
at this and | don't see an energency exit.

MR, PASCAL: Well it's where --

MEMBER ALBERTI: | see a ranp

t here.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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MR, PASCAL: That's where the --

Is that where the, yes.

MR, CLEMVONS: That woul d be ri ght
her e.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Yes.

MR PASCAL: It's just right at
that ranp, at the top of that ranp.

MEMBER ALBERTI: How is that
connected with Term nal ?

MR PASCAL: Not at all, it's just
adj acent to it.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay, so Term nal
Al'l ey has one entrance here, | see, where it
says 307-and-a-half, it has one entrance,
which I'll call the front of the building,
right?

MR PASCAL: Correct.

MEMBER ALBERTI: That's the main
entrance, right?

MR PASCAL: Correct.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Do they have an

energency exit?

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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MR, CLEMVONS: For, pardon ne?

MR PASCAL: Term nal.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Term nal .

MR, CLEMVONS: The other roll down
door off to the right, that'll be up nost of
the tinme during the summer.

MEMBER ALBERTI: The ot her rol
down door --

MR CLEMMONS: The occupancy is
only --

MEMBER ALBERTI: -- off to the
right, where, | don't see that.

MR PASCAL: |If you | ook straight
ahead you'll see where it says roll down, and
then there's a black space in the m ddl e and

then to the right of it, that's another roll

down.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Wait, wait, wait,
wait, wait. |I'm okay, |'mnot --

CHAIl RPERSON M LLER  Is that the
roll down.

MEMBER ALBERTI: |'m not seeing

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Page 11

that, but let's just for this little second,
what am | | ooking at here, this is al
Term nal ?

MR, PASCAL: No.

MR CLEMMONS: No.

MR, PASCAL: Termnal is on the
right side, where it says cigar bar.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Oh.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ch, that's al
that --

MR, PASCAL: That's Term nal,
that's correct.

MEMBER ALBERTI: And not hing el se?

MR PASCAL: That's all. Well, to
the left of that is DC Eagl e.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Left of that is
DC Eagl e.

MR PASCAL: |If you go, start at
the word | oadi ng dock on the bottomright and
then those two lines that go --

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay, so that's -

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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MR, PASCAL: -- straight up from

that, that's Term nal Bars.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay, so that's
Termnal, that's the | oadi ng dock where they
want to have a summer garden?

MR, PASCAL: Summer garden,
correct.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. Al right.
So then, the roll down doors wll be your
energency exits, so to speak?

MR, PASCAL: And one of them it
wi |l be your normal entrance and the other one
woul d be the energency exit.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. So off to
the left of that | see entrances and exits,
stairwells, is that all associated wth DC
Eagl e?

MR, PASCAL: That's correct.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Al right. Now,
iIs that a wall there, or is that a doorway?

MR PASCAL: It's all a wall.

MEMBER ALBERTI: It's all a wall.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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Ckay, so those black squares are just what,
pillars?

MR. CLEMMONS: Yes.

(O f the record comments)

MEMBER ALBERTI: And DC Eagl e
woul d not share that |oading dock at all?

MR. CLEMMONS: No.

MR, PASCAL: That's correct.

MEMBER ALBERTI: So how do | get

into Term nal Bar?

MR CLEMVONS: There will be a set

of steps going up to the | oading dock and
goi ng through the roll down door on the left
si de.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. So
somewhere in the front here, is that what, |
see | oadi ng dock?

MR, CLEMVONS: It would be right
over in --

MEMBER ALBERTI: No, but it's --

MR CLEMVONS: The steps woul d

cone up here.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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MEMBER ALBERTI: The steps would

be where?

MR, CLEMMONS: Down over

MEMBER ALBERTI : Ckay.

her e.

MR, CLEMVONS: And you go in here.

MEMBER ALBERTI : Ckay.

MR. CLEMMONS:  Ckay.

MEMBER ALBERTI: | think | get the

picture. Thank you.

MR, PASCAL: (Obviously the |icense

won't be issued until the C of Ois issued.

And, obviously, there'll be a final

I nspecti on.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Right.

VR. PASCAL: So if for sone

reason, your investigator saw a door --

MEMBER ALBERTI: Right.

VR. PASCAL: -- between the two

you know, there's an issue with the |license.

MEMBER ALBERTI: W just wanted to

MR, PASCAL: Yes.

Neal R Goss and Co.,
202-234- 4433

I nc.
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MEMBER ALBERTI: -- be confortable

with --

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MR PASCAL: | want you to be
confortable.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Since we're
unfamliar wwth the building and it's not, the
drawi ngs are sonetines not clear, so we just
wanted to be certain that we understood what
the | ayout was.

MR, PASCAL: Perfectly acceptabl e,
yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Do you have any
association wwth DC Eagle, in terns of the
operations?

MR CLEMMONS: Yes. |'m co-owner
of both of them W have -- |I'm co-owner of
both of them

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay, so what's
the idea of having two places, just curiosity?

MR. CLEMVONS: The cigar bar, sone

of nmy patrons fromthe DC Eagle do not I|ike

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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going outside all the tinme in the mddle of
winter to snoke. So always trying to wall off
part of the building and nake a separate
entity for themto feel at hone and have their
own place, where they would not always have to
go outside to snoke during the wnter and

I ncl ement weat her.

MR, PASCAL: The Board has al ready
I ssued several CT licenses to cigar bars, one
that cones tony mnd is Guvil.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay.

MR, PASCAL: As a matter of fact,
you go up the sane set of steps where Cvil
and Range is and you turn left to go to G vil
and then you go straight ahead to go to the
Range Restaurant, and they're totally
separate. So simlar concept here.

MEMBER ALBERTI: But how big is DC
Eagle going to be? [I'mjust, curiosity. And
this is sonething new for ***11:49: 04.

MR CLEMMONS: It will be --

MEMBER ALBERTI: \Which you fear

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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['11 ask.

MR CLEMMONS: -- about 12,000
square feet all together.

MEMBER ALBERTI : Ckay.

MR CLEMVONS: For the public,
there'll be sone storage area and commbn area.

MEMBER ALBERTI: And what's the
concept for ***11:49:19 first floor to the --

MR, CLEMVONS: The third fl oor
woul d be a dance bar, the second floor's a
sports bar, and the first floor is the
restaurant.

MEMBER ALBERTI : Ckay.

MR, PASCAL: W have already net
wi th Council Menber Al exander and we've
already net wth the ANC and we have the
support of everybody that we've net wth.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. | said |
was just curious ***11:49:39 that. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Yes, M.
Short .

MEMBER SHORT: Thank you, and good

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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norning to both of you.

MR, PASCAL: Good norning, sir.

MEMBER SHORT: And I'mquite sure
you want to have a very wonderful business,
where ever it is, and it's going to be at Ward
7 at this tine. Wat is going to be the total
occupancy of both businesses in that buil ding,
the total occupancy?

MR, CLEMVONS: The application --

MR. PASCAL: The occupancy for
Termnal Alley will be 50. And for DC Eagle
wi || be about --

MR, CLEMVMONS: Ei ght hundred.

MR, PASCAL: Yes.

MR, CLEMVONS: Three hundred
seats, total occupancy 800.

MEMBER SHORT: You say it's going
to be using the third floor, correct?

MR. CLEMMONS: Yes.

MEMBER SHORT: How nany exits do
you have fromthe third floor to get out of

the buil di ng?

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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MR. CLEMVONS:  Four.

MEMBER SHORT: Four exits and them
| ead directly to the outside?

MR, CLEMVONS: Pardon ne?

MEMBER SHORT: Do any of them | ead
directly to the outside?

MR CLEMMONS: Yes. Yes.

MEMBER SHORT: Fromthe third
fl oor?

MR CLEMMONS: Yes, two.

MEMBER SHORT: So you have, exit
to consider the exit stairway directly out of
the buil di ng?

MR CLEMMONS: Correct.

MEMBER SHORT: And the rear of the
bui | di ng backs up to the railroad tracks,
correct?

MR CLEMMONS: Correct.

MEMBER SHORT: |Is there a fence or
anyt hi ng between the railroad tracks and the
back of the building?

MR, CLEMMONS: Yes.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Page 20
MEMBER SHORT: There i1s?

MR CLEMMONS: Yes.

MEMBER SHORT: (Gkay. And you say,
somewhere in the nei ghborhood of 800 people
wll be in the building. And if you had to
roll down doors, let's say that there's
weat her like this, you won't have the doors
up, of course, so you won't be able to use
that as an exit, wll you?

MR. CLEMMONS: There wll be a

door inside, well, there will be a door there
where you could roll it up, or while it's down
you can still go through it.

MEMBER SHORT: Ckay. Well, the
only thing I would be interested in, | live in
Ward 7, nyself, and | actually have to cone
into the restaurant, | wanted to make sure
that not only could | get out safely, but all
the patrons could out safely.

MR. CLEMMONS: Yes.

MEMBER SHORT: And | understand

probably the fire departnent's going to be

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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giving you a total inspection before you get
this certificate of occupancy.

MR CLEMMONS: Yes.

MEMBER SHORT: And | see on your
pl an here, you only show one fl oor.

MR, PASCAL: That was for purposes
of today, because the cigar bar, the issue is
Term nal, which is the cigar bar, so we only
had to deal with that floor to show you that
It was totally separated fromthe rest of the
facility.

MEMBER SHORT: Okay. | was just
interested to see all of the exits, especially
the interior ones and exteriors fromthe
second and third floor.

| know t he code has changed al ong
the years, recent years, but | would just
think you would want to be able to get
everybody out.

We' ve had sone incidents in this
city where we had sone troubled fire deaths

because people weren't able to get out because

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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sonebody | ocked the first floor up and then
t he people on the second and third floor were
-- that's the reason |'m goi ng down this.

And | understand that when peopl e
are drinking and you're going to have ABC,
whi skey there, that people becone a little
I npai red.

So they need as much help fromthe
Governnment and from the business
establ i shnents, as possible, so they can get
out safely, should sonething happen, God
forbid, we don't want anything to happen to
anybody' s busi ness. Thank you very nuch.

MR PASCAL: Well, we appreciate
your past experience in that area.

MEMBER SHORT: Thank you.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  Ckay, are
there any ot her questions involving this
I ssue? No. Ckay, thank you very nuch for
addressi ng our questions.

MR PASCAL: Ckay, we would

request that you send it back to |licensing so

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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we can get the placard. W want to get the
ABC t hings out of the way while --

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  Ri ght.

MR, PASCAL: -- we're dealing with
the nmultiple venues.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay, wel |
t hank you.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  Yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  Thi s resol ves
our questi ons.

MR. PASCAL: Thank you.

MR, CLEMVONS: Thank you.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER. Do you have a
guesti on?

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  Yes, for the
pur pose of our two new nenbers, M.
***11:53:9, how |l ong have you been in business
and any previous iterations?

MR, CLEMVONS: Eagle in Exile has
been in business for three years. |'ve worked
there for 22 years and it's a 42-year-old

busi ness.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Wow.

MR, CLEMVONS: It's DC Eagl e.
Terminal Alley is a new startup business.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN.  Well you' ve
got a pretty lengthy track record.

MR, CLEMVONS: Yes, sir.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  Thank you
sir.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Thank you.
Best of | uck.

MR PASCAL: Also, | think it's
about to be acconplished since it's a | ong-
term enpl oyee that ended up taking over the
busi ness, so it's a good success story.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  That's great.

MR, PASCAL: Thank you very nuch.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Thank you.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  Thank you

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Thanks f or
com ng down.

(Wher eupon, at 11:53 a.m, the

fact finding hearing was adjourned.)

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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